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Opioid Epidemic in Illinois 

 Pain is an unavoidable part of life. While everyone experiences pain, the way we choose 

to treat our ailments differs from person to person, coast to coast, and even continent to 

continent. There are many ways to alleviate discomfort, some of these methods include: pain 

management, therapy, but the most commonly used approach is medications. Copious amount of 

people who undergo surgeries or suffer from chronic pain rely on opioid pain killers to 

temporarily reduce the irritation caused by their illness(es). Even though extreme pain killing 

drugs such as oxycodone, fentanyl, and methadone can be found affective, they are also highly 

addictive. In fact, according to the American Society of Addiction Medicine, nearly two million 

Americans had become addicted to prescription pain relievers in 2015 alone (“Opioid 

Addiction”). However, this problem is not to be blamed on those prescribed the medications; but 

the pharmaceutical companies and doctors that pressure their clients into addictive prescription 

medication rather than other suitable methods. In order to see a significant reduction in opioid 

addiction and deaths, the amount of opioid based prescription painkillers must be reduced by 

having law makers hold major pharmaceutical companies and poor doctors accountable for 

pressuring and overprescribing their patients.   

 In recent years, Illinois has seen a major increase in opioid related overdoses. An official 

document released by the Illinois Department of Human Services reads that the state has one of 
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